
1 

 
Dean:  Larry Picard     
     
Sub Dean: Becky Rosendahl Isaac-
son 

Directors: 
Karen Banta 
Joseph DiMarino 
Karen Ducharme 
Roberta Morkin 
 
James Barnes,  
Treasurer 
 
Martha Sienkiewicz, Secretary 
 
Rev. William H. Wallis, Chaplain 

        Chiff Chat— October 2017 

Dear Springfield Chapter AGO 
Members and Friends: 

The opening event of the Chap-
ter season turned out to be well-
attended and loads of fun.  
Grant Moss, Larry Schipull and 
I performed music for two and 
three pianos assisted by violin-
ist, Lani Bortfeld and violist, 
Carol Hutter.  Many thanks to 
Larry and Grant for opening 
their home to us and transform-
ing their living room into a con-
cert hall. 
Elsewhere in this issue you’ll 
see a flyer for our upcoming 
Pipescreams Halloween organ 
concert on Saturday, October 28 
at 4 p.m. I’m still looking for 
players!  Contact me if you 
have a scary, funny or otherwise 
unusual piece of music you 
would like to play. 
 
In the last issue I reported in the 
schedule of events for the sea-
son the following: 

Late April, 2018 (date and time 
TBA): We had hoped to have a 
joint event with the Berkshire 
Chapter AGO, but circumstanc-
es prevented it for this year. In-
stead, a concert will be present-
ed at Orchard Covenant 
Church, Indian Orchard, where 
there is an 1860 William A. 
Johnson tracker organ which 
was recently refurbished by Bill 
Czelusniak. This instrument 
originally resided in Mr. John-
son’s home and it is a bit more 
interesting than your average 
historic New England organ. 
More details about this event to 
come. 

Alas, I was mistaken on several 
fronts, and Bill Czelusniak has 
asked if I wouldn’t mind print-
ing the following to set the rec-
ord straight: 

An unlisted Johnson organ 
company opus, built not for the 
Johnson family, but for the or-
gan studio of young Ned Hedg-
es, near to the end of the tenure 
of the Johnson Company.  Ed-
win Hedges, and son Ned, were 
flue voicers and pipemakers for 
the Johnsons, as well as suppli-
ers of organ pipework to the 
trade.  Their brick pipe-shop 
survives in Westfield as the 
home of Air Compressor Engi-
neering.  As reported in Ste-
phen Pinel’s re-issue (updating) 
of the “Johnson Organs” book 
(2015), the construction of the 
organ now in Indian Orchard is 
described on page 28, from the 
year 1892:  A February 10th 
newspaper article announced 
that “Edwin Hedges has just 
built a cozy looking building in 
his yard on South Maple Street, 
in which will be placed a pipe 
organ for his son Ned Hedges 
to practice upon.”  Somewhere, 
not handy at the moment, there 
is documentation of the pur-
chase and move of this instru-
ment from the Westfield studio 
to the then-First Congregational 
Church of Indian Or-
chard.  Current inspection of 
the instrument will reveal that 
the interior of the organ – the 
chassis, windchests, swell en-
closure, and much pipework – 
is of a style and construction 
dating from the mid-1850s to 
the mid-1860s, not unlikely of 
Johnson manufacture original-
ly.  It will be quite a chore to 
study parts, markings, and the 
opus list, to see if this was an 
earlier opus taken back in trade 
by Johnson for a newer installa-
tion; but, such research and 
confirmation certainly is possi-
ble.  After installation in Indian 
Orchard, and perhaps BY the 
early 1960s, the wind-
regulation system inside the 
casework was replaced with 
supply-house regulators by Al-
len Hastings of Athol, Mass.  
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Dean’s mssg. continued: 

At the same time, the façade was rear-
ranged to keep the speaking bass pipes 
out in front, but to “simplify” the ap-
pearance of the organ.  Clearly, the key-
desk, stop controls, nomenclature, and 
compass of stops harken back to the mid
-1860s, at least.  Another fascinating 
aspect of potential research in this organ 
will be to analyze the age and style of 
construction of the pipework – some of 
it, undoubtedly, is original (very 
old); but, some flute stops are made 
with external, sliding tuning caps, which 
was an innovation in itself, executed not 
surprisingly on a very local and low-risk 
installation, as far as the builder(s) were 
concerned.  Unfortunately, the best time 
and method for thorough analysis, re-
search, and documentation of this in-
strument would be with complete disas-
sembly, cleaning, and restoration – I 
don’t see that happening (not affordable 
in this place); and, I hope that the instru-
ment survives unmolested. 

To summarize and correct the misinfor-
mation here I quote Bill: “in fact, no 
repair, maintenance, nor refurbishment 
work has been provided to this instru-
ment by Bill Czelusniak nor Messrs. 
Czelusniak et Dugal, Inc., in recent 
years.” 

My apologies to Bill and to the chapter 
for my error, and many thanks to Bill 
for setting the record straight! 

Larry Picard, Chapter Dean 
Lpicard@sococh.org 
413-348-3729 

The Organ Acade-
my 

  

One of the stated purposes of the American 
Guild of organists is " To improve the proficien-
cy of organists and choral conductors ."  With a 
desire to further that goal, the Springfield Chap-
ter of the American Guild of Organists has es-
tablished the Organ Academy.   Chapter mem-
bers are able to study with a local teacher, and 
have the cost of lessons subsidized by the 
chapter.   The current amount available per stu-
dent is $250 per year, payable in 10 installments 
directly to the teacher.   For further information 
and application materials, please contact 
"Education and Outreach"  
Martha Sienkwicz: martha@sienkiewicz.org 

mailto:Lpicard@sococh.org
mailto:martha@sienkiewicz.org
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Springfield Chapter AGO 2017-2018 Event Schedule: 

September 24, 2017 at 4 pm: Our opening event will take place at the home of Grant Moss and Larry Schipull, 101 Pearl Street in South 

Hadley.  The afternoon will include good food and drink, an installation of officers and a short concert of music for two and three pian-

os.  Yes, Grant and Larry’s living room is the home of three beautiful grand pianos and Larry Picard will join them in a program of Bach, 

Rheinbeger, Rossini, Handel and others. 

Saturday, October 28 at 4 pm: Come to South Congregational Church in Springfield for a Halloween Pipescreams, featuring organists 
from our chapter and singers of the South Church Chancel Choir. Chapter members are welcome to play creepy or funny music of any type, 
and two organs and a Steinway piano in the sanctuary will make for interesting combinations. Costumes will be the order of the day, the 
church will be decorated appropriately and, there will be refreshments after.  Contact Larry Picard if you think you would like to play 
something. 

Saturday, January 27, 2018 (snow date February 3), 11:00 am--1:30 pm: St Philip's Episcopal Church, 128 Main Street, Easthampton 

will host an “ORGANISTS' STORY SLAM:  THINGS THAT WENT WRONG.”  Start preparing your story now:  all those bad weddings, 

playing with injuries, console disasters... Also, bring your giveaway organ music, choral anthems, and CD's.  Afterwards, we'll enjoy a 

gourmet pizza lunch courtesy of our Chapter.  Don't miss this post-holiday event! 

Saturday, March 10 (morning start time TBA):  A handbell workshop will happen at Trinity Methodist Church, led by resident handbell 

virtuoso Becky Isaacson.  Ringing for beginner’s, special techniques, and a guest duo will play music for two ringers and three octaves of 

bells. If you’re looking for the confidence to lead or participate in a handbell choir this is the event for you.  

Saturday, June 2, 2018 at 5:30 pm:  Our year end banquet will happen, well, somewhere. Count on your board to find a place with great 
food and interesting entertainment. 
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     Springfield AGO - Opening Event 
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PIPESCREAMS! 
 

The springfield chapter of the American guild of Organists presents a 

concert of music from your worst nightmares.  no, i’m not talking 

about disco, organists, singers and other strange musicians will dust 

off their shrouds and perform for you on Saturday, October 28 at 4 

p.m.  want to get in on the fun?  Got a scary, funny or otherwise un-

usual piece of music you’re dying to play?  Contact larry at lpi-

card@sococh.org. 

South congregational church 

45 maple street, Springfield, ma 01105 

 413-732-0117 * Sococh.org 
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UPCOMING CONCERTS 
SEASON ONE 

 
 

1) J.S Bach Vespers With Cantata & Orchestra In Honor Of The 500th Anni-
versary Of The Reformation On Sunday October 29th 2017 – Starting At 
3:00pm at the First Luthern Church in Holyoke, MA. 

 
Join us as we close the 1st season of our concert series with the landmark celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Refor-
mation! The Reformation festival is one of the major annual events in the Lutheran calendar; it is a celebration of the day 
on which Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses to the door of the castle church at Wittenburg in 1517. In honor of this historic 
event, we will present evening Vespers as Bach would have known in 18th century Leipzig Germany. Reverend Randall Bes-
sette of the First Lutheran Church will preach on the historic lesson for the Reformation from the Gospel of John: “If you 
hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” The music 
for the Vespers Concert will reflect this noble theme: The centerpiece of the Vespers will be Bach’s cantata BWV80, “Ein 
feste Burg ist unser Gott” (A Mighty Fortress Is Our God). This large musical work will be presented with full soprano, alto, 
tenor and bass choir and orchestra. The vespers will also feature organ prelude and postlude by J.S Bach and choral pieces 
performed by chamber choir with selections from Bach and his predecessors. The concerts theme will be echoed throughout 
the evening’s congregational chorales for all to sing accompanied by First Lutheran’s pipe organ with improvisations in the 
German Baroque tradition. Following the concert be sure to join us in the fellowship hall for a German themed dessert re-
ception: Coffee and Kuchen. We hope you will join us to celebrate this historic day in the musical tradition of the Lutheran 
church! 

1) Organ & Choral Concert On Sunday October 30th 2016 
 

This concert presented selections by Heinrich Schütz (1585-1672), Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612) and J.S. Bach 
(1685-1750) performed with choir, solo voice and organ. The concert also featured improvisations in the German 
Baroque tradition by organist Jeff Windoloski and hymns for which all in attendance were invited to participate in 
singing.  
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Springfield, Massachusetts Chapter of the  
American Guild of Organists 

70th Anniversary 
 

Visit our website at www.springfieldago.org & “like” us on Facebook! 
 Dear Members: 
     If you have e-mail, please consider receiving the monthly Chiff Chat 
    at your e-mail address.  It is easy to access.  It never gets lost or mis-

placed and will put some of your yearly dues to another use.  We are 
very happy to mail a Chiff Chat to anyone who is not on the internet 
and needs a hard copy.  You can e-mail Lad Pfeifer or  

    Elizabeth Zellmer if you wish to change from snail mail to e-mail. 
 
     Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Springfield Chapter American Guild of Organists 
Chiff Chat Monthly Newsletter 
Elizabeth Zellmer, Editor 
601 Northampton Street 
Holyoke, MA  01040 
 

 
 

 


